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Note from the Dramaturg
“But there comes a moment in everybody’s life when he must decide whether he’ll 
live among human beings or not — a fool among fools or a fool alone. As for me, I’ve 
decided to live among them.” — Dolly Levi, The Matchmaker
Hello, Dolly! is the product of over a century of literary and theatrical exploration. 
What began as a farcical one-act by John Oxenford soon evolved into an Austrian 
play about a “merchant of Yonkers” and a “matchmaker” who “go on a spree” and 
eventually into a musical experience bursting with plenty of “razzle” — all titles of 
versions of Hello, Dolly! The musical that made Carol Channing’s career has delighted 
audiences all over the world and is attributed to Thornton Wilder, of Our Town fame. 
Of the many things that Hello, Dolly! offers an audience, one theme resonates 
throughout — we must live our lives to the fullest. As Dolly meddles her way into 
the love lives of half of Yonkers, she finds that she has isolated herself from the world 
and must allow herself to live again. Through the adventurous spirit of Barnaby and 
Cornelius; Mrs. Malloy’s willingness to let love blossom unexpectedly; and Horace 
Vandergelder’s desire to “encourage young things to grow,” Dolly embraces life again 
finds a match of her own. 
Cedarville has approached Hello, Dolly! with three things in mind: energy, elegance, 
and enthusiasm. On behalf of the cast, crew, and production team, I hope that you 
gain as much pleasure from this theatrical experience as we have. So sit back, relax, 
and enjoy Hello, Dolly!
— Denise Yvette Serna*
 Dramaturg
* Member of Alpha Psi Omega, Cedarville’s chapter of the National Honorary Theatre Society
PLAY ON WORDS, a study guide, has been prepared by the production 
dramaturg and is available without charge at the concessions booth in the 
theatre lobby. Funding for PLAY ON WORDS is provided by Alpha Psi Omega, 
the Cedarville University chapter of the National Honorary Theatre Society. 
Please silence all pagers, cell phones, and watch alarms. 
As a courtesy to the actors and those around you, do not 
text or instant message during the performance.
* Member of Alpha Psi Omega, Cedarville’s chapter of the National Honorary Theatre Society
Hello, Dolly! is produced by arrangement with, and the music and dialogue material furnished by, 
TAMS-WITMARK MUSIC LIBRARY, INC., 560 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY 10022. 
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Musical Numbers
Act I
Opening
I Put My Hand In
Yonkers March
It Takes a Woman
Reprise: It Takes a Woman
Put On Your Sunday Clothes
Encore: Put On Your Sunday Clothes
Ribbons Down My Back
Motherhood March
Dancing
Before the Parade Passes By
Act II
Entr’acte
Elegance
March to Harmonia Gardens
Waiter’s Gallop
Hello, Dolly
Encore: Hello, Dolly
Reprise: Waiter’s Gallop
Polka
It Only Takes a Moment
So Long, Dearie
Finale Ultimo
Setting: Story locales in New York City: Grand Central 
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Hat Shop, Fourteenth Street Parade, the Harmonia Gardens 
Restaurant, and Courtroom
Time: 1890s
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